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SUBJ: MOD RUFFINI REACTION TO ERW DECISION 

1 . IN APRIL 12 CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, NEW DEPUTY CHIEF OF 
MOD CABINET GIUSEPPE DAMBROSIO REFERRED TO ERW QUESTION IN 
TERMS OF ITS IMPACT ON MINISTER. MINISTER RUFFINI, HE SAID. 

HAD REACTED WITH "SHOCK, SURPRISE AND DISAPPOINTMENT" TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENT POSTPONING DECISION ON PRODUCTION 
OF THE ERW. RUFFINI WAS PARTICULARLY UNHAPPY AT HAVING EX- 
PENDED CONSIDERABLE EFFORT WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT 
TO OBTAIN AGREEMENT ON A MORE OR LESS FORTHCOMING ITALIAN 
POSITION WHICH HE AND CHIEF OF STAFF CA VALERA INTENDED TO 
CONVEY AT NEXT APPROPRIATE MEETING. THE MINISTRY HAD "FROM 
THE BEGINNING' EXPRESSED ITS FAVORABLE MILITARY VIEW TO THE 
POLITICAL ARM OF THE GOVERNMENT. RUFFINI HAD WORKED TO GET 

A POLITICAL VIEW EXPRESSED THAT AT THE LEAST WOULD NOT ADD TO 
THE OBSTACLES RAISED ELSEWHERE. NOW, HE FELT THAT HE 
HAD HAD THE RUG PULLED OUT FROM UNDER HIM AND WAS LEFT 
WITH A BRUTA FIGURA. 

2. COMMENT: D AMBROSIO IS A LONG TIME EMBASSY CONTACT, 

VERY PRO-U.S. AND A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE ALLIANCE AS 
AN INSTRUCT OF THE PROJECTION OF U.S. POWER. (AS A 
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SELF-DESCRIBED PRAGMATIST HE SEES NATO AS NOT MUCH MORE 
THAT THAT.) HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE EAST- WEST CON- 
FRONTATION IS OF A NO-QUARTER CONFLICT REQUIRING THAT THE 
U.S. TAKE FIRM AND UNWAVING POSTIONS IN ITS DEALING WITH 
THE SOVIET UNION. THE ERW DECISION IN HIS VIEW WAS A SERIOUS 
ERROR, THE REPERCUSSION OF WHICH WILL LONG BE FELT IN 
ENCOURAGING THE USSR TO BELIEVE THAT THE U.S. LACKS THE 
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WILL TO STAY THE COURSE. TO SOME EXTEND HIS REPORT OF 
RUFFINI'S REACTION MAY BE DRAMATIZED BY THE DEPTH OF HIS 
OWN FRUSTRATION. BUT WE HAVE LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE GENERAL 
TENOR OF RUFFINI'S REACTION WAS AS D'AMBROSIO DESCRIBED IT. 

GARDNER 
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